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EXTRACT FROM CHINA MISSION NE'S LETTER
NANKING, JULY 1, 1540

Class Night in the Experimentel School at Ginling. For this program Miss Ely
assumed responsibility when Miss Vautrin and Miss Schutze suddenly left on
furlough, & program of beauty end fun in which the nine girl gradustes in
pale pink gowns, against the rich velour curtain of the Ginling chapel looked
like the lotus blossom whioh is their ocl:ss emblem, nine girls out of this
whole grsat ocity, to complete the full Senior Middle School course (and

Miss Vautrin who worked so indefatigably to give them this rare opportunity,
and Miss Schutze, their class adviser, could not see theml) nine lovely
girls, standing on the threshold of young womanhood, rising like pure and
lovely blooms out of the muck and mire of these war ycars. Not one of

them had been untouched by war; not one of them whose future will not be

more or less conditioned by ware A historie class in an historic periodl

The Homeeraft Course on the Ginling campus olosed with a demonstration
and tes puarty on June 26th. Girls are roturning home far better able to
live in this muddled world, thanks to the loving thought and care poured
into their intensive course of training. Deep regret was felt that Miss
Vautrin could not have been with the girls for their final demonstration.
Miss Lin Li-1li plans to do follow-up work with those girls, helping them
8o find ways of meking an adequate livelihoode Mrs. Gish and the school
at South Gate are coopsrating with some of the girls in opening a little
handicreft{ shop on @hunghwa Road, in Nanking.

CONCLUSION. Days are very full. A friend's letter today inspired
these 1ines which we print here with apologies to the Negro who first

sanz, "0, Lord, T want two wings to veil my face”,

0 Lord} I don't want wings to veil my feace,
0 Lord! I don't want wings to fly away,

0 Lordl I don't want any wings at all,

Just give me an cxtra dayl

O Lord} I don't want a shining glory crown,
Lord} I don't want to wear a orown of power,

Lordl I don't want to wear a orown at all,
Just spare me an extra hourl

You may recognize your inf'luence hecre.

feCeTo




M*Jm

Dear Miss Vautring o
In to~day's wail is -o{from Mrs. New in regard to the
visit which Hwang Li-ming was making in Hongkong in order to meet
seniors of different schools. The two of them - Mrs. New and
Mrs. Chen - have been telling these girls sabout the present
program of Ginling in Chengtu and the opportunities for Physical
Education specialization in Shanghai. Mrs. Chen's Hongkong stay
was brief - only a week - because she had to return to Shanghai
to supervise entrance examinatioms on behalf of Ginling in Chengtu.
Mres., New says: "We are indeed very fortunate to have her as our
representative in the most complicated city of Shanghai. She has
gained recognition for Ginling College in showing herself an all-
round lady, a combination of marriage and profession which very fow
can achieve successfully.”

I did not know until this latter arrived that Mrs. New was
in Shanghei when you sailed for America. She tells in her last
paragraph how glad she was that Hwang Li-Ming ani she could see you
just as they were leaving for Hongkong, and how much your beautiful
prayer meant to them. She quotes a sentemse from the prepr as she
remembers it, and says:"from that prgyer you will see that her own
desire for newness of 1life will cure her despondency and seeming
failure. I am quite sure that her home environment with understanding
friends will bring her back to strength. We need her to come back.
She is a mighty fortress to our ppople.”

These words belong to you, and go with my own affectionate
greetings and best wishes.




OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

THE PSYCHOPATHIC HOSPITAL
THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
lowAa CiTY, IOWA

July 3,

Mrs. Te. D. T‘sxow”
Ginling Colleg

150 %’ift}xzkv01ule
New York, New York

facmillan:

Durin; Doctor Woods' temporary absence

cause of illness, I am taking the liberty

for s Vautrin in New Hampshire.

la)

be =

of

answering your recent letter SUSCP?tin: a period
M1 a
Al O

.

We both agree this 1s an excellent plan and
have talked it over with Miss Vautrin., It does
seem, however, that she should have another two
she at-
tempts it. We had at first considered that she

weeks'! perlod here at the hospital before

s

discussing it with her that 1t ralses manjy

in her mind about her abllitles. In the

v

might be ready to take the step, but we find in

doubts

mean-

time she will have an opportunity of thinking the

matter over and perhaps writing to you also.

On the v s, she is making an excellent ad-

jus tment t
many doubt:? {R8r owmn ﬂollltlﬂ" and expects
able to accomplish things, 1t seems doubly
for her to apﬁrﬁplif uhau she has an 111r

0, s hospital, but continues to have
“@'!
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to make
much more gain than she has. Having always been

~r

hard

ness which
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1s slow in changing. Doctor Woods or I will com-
time to

rmunlcate with you when we feel that 1t 1s
take thls next step.

my T ® amire * N 1542 4 p
Thankir . for your kind interest,

Yours very truly,

Te De
ctor

W. R. Willer,

Aasiatant Dire
ASslsvant ol1r'c

T
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Miss Rebecca W. Griest
208 8. Queen Strect
Lancaster, Pennsylvanla

Dear Miss Grlest:

On returning to the office this morning from Iowa City
I found your little note of July 17 with the several enclosures.
Thanks for same.

I am enclosing you coples of lettere I have Just
written to Dr. Woods and to Mr. Vautrin. I think these will
explain our position in the case.

When I talked with Minnie she was still greatly de-
pressed and felt the awful sense of hopelessnegs in 1life. I came
away however, more convinced than ever that she 1s receilving the
most sclentific treatment which can be offered in such a case. 1
need not say to you that the doctors and nurses are the personifi-
cation of sympathy and kindness and Minnie acknowledges this but
as previously mourns the fact that they are spending so much time
on such an unworthy person as she is-but I need not go on. You
understand the case.

It seems to us here (and I know you will not misunder-
stand me) thet it will be best for us to do the direct corresponding
with Dr. Woods in Minnie's case. I shall be more than glad to send
you a copy of every letter we receive from Dr. Woods or Dr. Miller
and also of letters we write to them fromthls office. We had
better take this precaution in order to avoid any complication which
might arise later on. This method will appeal to Dr. Woods as he
also feels that authority in the case must be locdged with one par-
ticular Soclety. Naturally, it would make no difference to him
whether that authority 1le vested in your Ginling Committee or in
the U. C. M. 8. 8o I think it will be best far all concerned
for us to assume that responsibility.




Miss Rebecca Greist -2 - July 18, 1940

It was most kind of you to get in touch with your friends
in New Hempshire and I am hopking that before long it may be
possible for Minnle to go to t hat befiutiful place and to be
among such lovely people. However, for the time being, Minnie
must remain where she 18 and we must coopergte with Dr. Woods
and Dr. Miller in every effort they are putting forth to restore
her to normel health. It is all so plteable that 1t 1is most
difficult for the average layman to understand why these
tragedies must occur.

Again thanking you for your letters and I know you will
keep me informed regarding any developments not only in Minnie's
case but in the whole Ginling situation.

I had already written to Mr. Marx in Shanghal to mect
Alice Settlemyer but her mother had already arr nged for a very
particular friend of hers to meet Alice and to take care of her
during her stay in Shanghai. She will ba well looked after so
we need not worry.

In order to save you the tr.uble of having to type
a letter I am sending a copy of this letter to Mrs. Ts. Dy
Macmillan of New York.

with very kind regards,

Sincerely yours,




VAUTRIN FURLOUGH FUND

19 July 1940

Auchineloss, Mrs, Hugh D,

Barger, ¥iss RBdma H,

Cook, Misses Ellenmd Mary
Cus'man, Mrs, James O,
Posdick, YNrs. Harry E.

Harlow, M¥r. S. Ralph

Hillhouse, Miss Sylvis R,
Hughes, Dr, and lrs, Stanley C.
Johmson, Mrs. Aymar

Ealbfus, lUrs. E. C.

Kerolik, Mr, and Mrs., /axim
Lisle, Mrs, Arthur B.
MoXittriek, Captein H, V,
Yorrow, lrs. Dwight

Nicholson, lire, G. J. Guthrie
Sends, lirs., Frederic F,

Sims, Mrs, Williem S,

Spencer, ir, and Mrs, Willing
Strong, Mrs, Richard F.

Thomas, Miss Ruth

United Christien Missionar; Society

Van Beuren, s, Mchael

Wotmore, liss Maude K,

Yarnell, Admirel and Mrs,




208 South Queen Street
Lancaster, Pennsylvania
July 5, 1940

Minnie doesr,

I san't tell you how glad I was to have your letter when I returned frop
New York on Wednesdsy ovening. Nrss M¥acmillan had shered with Mr. fvans end
me the latter which she hed received from you. I think mine was sven e nicer
ona than hers! What beautiful hendwriting you have., As 1 grow older my hand-
writing grows worse and worse, but yours is just as perfect es it was when I
first knew you in China.

I thourht of Katherine es she moved homsward. ©She wrote me thet she was
roins to lweve you end was going first to Indianapolis end then on to her home.
I wonderad ell dey Sunday whether, by chance, she was with her parenise She
told me & rr2et deel about her life during those fow deys that I wes with her.
She is a very romarkable girle Her Christien faith, I imagine, has boen
strenrthened by her experience in China and 1 kmow from whet she told me that
you heve nad & large part in thise Her dependence on her devetional period
is e gemuine thing with here She has real oapecity for fine devotion. One
can oasily understend the attraction ghe would heve for men who went finenoss
in e wifse 1 do hope her year here may bo c heppy one for hore and that what-

vor har decisions are thet thoy will be the right oncse

A8 for 'the man Willkie", of oourse I want to see him electede I hed
no sympethy with the Repabliocan leadership which belittled him beceuse he
he: no: besan & born Republiceane This is no time %o perpetuate a caste or a
cless in Amoriocan leadership. We neoed a young men of great ability and in
him we heve hime I think that the United States willi be far less disinte-
eratod by this national election beocauso of Willkie's nominetion than it would
have Losn by enyone clse whou the Kopublicans could nominutee. ¥Walter Lippnen
in o rocent colwan in the Herald Iribune says that it mekes urnnocessary
Roossvelt's ro-nomination beceusoc it removed from ths fisld of struggls our
probloms of nationel defonss and our relationship to foreign effeirse 1In my
oninion, i% would havs been a torrible ealemity if the Rspublicans had not
ohosen a men who understood the present situation and, having thet men and
not shoosin’ him would heve mede inevitable o third term for our rresent
presidente A third term at the nresent time in our history would, I think,
heve boen just one more step towards a totallitarisn state. As it is, Hitler
affoats ns whether we will or no, but it is one thing to ochange temporerily
baceus- of wer cortain pheses of our industriasl orgenization, and it is quite
enother thingz before war Lo bresk down this important precedent that a prosi-
dont shoul! serve but two termss 7There are & lot of' other reasons why 1 em
Jheorod and enthusiestic about this nomination, but 1 can't go into them
herse ¢ have a redio broadcast program over WJZ at 8330 Lastern Leylight
'ime on iuosday evening, ocalled Information Please, and it is one of our most
popul:r progremse There are certain people who appeer on it each week %o
ensver qusstions end too, thore arc elweys ono or two guestis cnosen {rom
emons the distinguished peopls of The sountrye. The presiding gendus is one
»® the cdilors of tho New Yorker, Clifton Fadimane 1 understan thet Millkde
ges p ~uast on one of thesc programs. It was not a night when I happoned to
heer 1te 1 was told that there was no question thet he wes asked that he
osould not snswer end that they became so interested in trving to stump him
that they mede him the center of praotiocally all the cuestions askeds. He
evidently is a man of unusual mental and physicel snergys

1 wish you could see the play that Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne (Mre
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and lrse Lunt) are now playing in in New York, It is written by Sherwood

and is called "Therec Shall Be No More Night". It is almost unbelievable

to think thet they have not changed the lines to mset the current situation.
It was written after Polend fell end just when Finland's diffioultics wore
beginninge 1t is the most gripping end olariiying explanation of our current
world problem as it frces the individual and the femily thet I have seen or
hearde It ic beautifully scted end I hope that they will carry The pley to
every city in the country whore there is a thoatre. Our people nsad to under-
stand what, #hem civilization is crashipg, the ultinate realities arce It
voloes through. tho husbend, & Wobel préze winner, the only optimism thet is
possible in this breek-up of our current civilization. I hope sometimo that
it will b2 published so thct those who have not esem it cen read it.

1 was in Mew York isst week working on the rroblem of new faoculty. We
thourht we hed averything about arranged and then came the evaocuation of
women end children from Hongkonge I somdtimes wish that our papers did not
heedline so many things end yet I would not have them deceived. Two of our
appointments, one Amerioan end one Chinese, as a result of this Hongkong sit-
nation, are not wishing to goe Englend, however, has refuved to close the
Burme Roed and the Ameriocen fleet is still in the Pacific, so that Jepen's
hones may e-ain e deferrecde

This has boen the mest amagzing summer! e have had very coocl weather
end a grest doal of rain, especialiy thunder stormse. You kmow how unsclen-
tific 1 am, but I em wond:ring why we heve thunder storms whsn it is so cold.
I suppose there is a warn strata of air somewhere, even though it doesn't
heppen to be on the carth this summer.

Vour trunks were in beautiful condition. 1 don't know whether Katherine
repaskad thom in S=attle or not, but if they csme through just as Harrietv dld
them, she did a very ¢ood ijobe There were so many kinds of things thel il
was not an easy thinz to do and have them come throuzh safelye

It was 8o good of you to write me end to arite me om what you cell “ons
of your zood deyse' I hope that ell of tho anys aro soon going to be good
deys end I know with you it is fineness and feith thet make for hzalthe 1 em
thankful lhst you are somewhere where thers is real scicntific abllity and
that you yourself wnd our sroup of friends have so much faithe I
much thet 1 could come Lack to be with you, but I em not sure how mood an
influencs 1 ame I do not heve, 1 fear, Katherine's sbility to separate my=-
gel? from th: problems on which I am working end just rive myself as & per-
son to & friend. 1t is a rich gift she has and she doosn't even realize she
has ite Do write acein as you feel you cane.

I em sending you under seperate cover some things that 1 ceme ucross es
1 was serareting materisl here in the house. There ere two foreipgn policy as-
sbristion headline books, one on the houseing problem hore, whioh is ons of
our current problems end I thought you might enjoy se=ing thacy Ono on thoe
Versailles lreaty, snd som2 notes whish I took from cither e l=oture or an
article by Villerd. 1 don't know thei you cun meko cut my writing, but gs I
re-read them 1 found them vary interesting inm the 1light of the present g§ gy..
etion. Time last fall propared a digest of shet had heppecned {rom the time
of the Vorsailles Tready dowm %o last Scptombere The Bible statomont that
what yo sor ye shell reep is heving vivid illustrations hsree Tho ity of
it is thet in the fact of Germeny's ruthlessness it is now bacoming {mpos-
sibls to do enything but prapere ourselves egainst a furthor extension of that
ruthlessness, but what e price to pay for the greed end stupidity of the last
twenty yoars.




EXTRACT FROM LETTER TO KATHERINE SCHUTZE DATED .JULY 7, 1940

You will want to know how we got through to the end of the
school yeare. On the whole, very gquistly and calmly. The substitute
English teachers did the best they could getting grades in. Miss Ely
worked herd with Senior 111 over the Class Day program which worked
out very well, I thought. Some of the girls were not too cooperative,
She persuaded them not to try a play. The song ballet seotion of the
program was pretty and of better quality than a play done hurriedly.
1 fesr quality is not too much velued by these students. "Cha buh do"
is good enoughe I feel that in all their work along western lincs
there is a suboconscious socorn of it as not requiring effort, as too
easy because they do not penetrate to the inner meeaning of it all
- in art and science and religion alike, it seems to me.

The Graduation Exereises went off welle The quiet vesper hour
(7:30) the Plowers, the music, (good singing of evening hymns) the
simple friendly message given by Mr. Forster with Mr. Chieng and

Y:ng teking the other parts in Reading and Prayer. I got through
sentation of Certificates with the minimum of words, letting
T. Wan®§ and Mi-1li funoction as deans in presenting the groups.
ave oertificates in person only to the nine seniors who came
the pletform and bowed as I gave each her roll - two bows
mede - end the class bowed to the audience - very few guests,
of the hour and the fact that Union Church that day wes a

Service. We sent only a limited list of invitations for

friends any.ay, and to city pastors who had shasred in our work
the ysure. The idea was to attract as little attmntion as

“+

possible and to mske as little show - no procession. We tried to

rec :dent for simple but orderly. exercises.

v

Class Day was Tuesday cvening. Senior Supper Wednesdey evening
in 400, Homecraft had a farewcll tea psrty Thursday afternoon and
Junior 111 a picnic supper Thursday. It had to be in the Guest Hall
because it rainsd. Then the Seniors insisted on inviting the faculty
to tea Friday afternoon. There seemed to be no way of preventing this

for which no official aepproval was givens
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Mr. C. A. Evans,

Associated Boards for
Christian Colleges in China,
150 Fifth Avenue,

New York City.

Dear Mr. Evans:
Thanks for your good letter of the 5th Inst.

I note what you say regarding the future plans for
Miss Vautrin. We here are at more or less of a stalemate try-
ing to think through what 1s best for Miss Vautrin to do in the
immediate future. She has expressed a wish several times that
she might be able to go to her brother In Michigan. Last week
our President Hopkins was near Shepherd, Michigan, where her
brother lives and at our request he went over to see Mr. Vautrin.
He reported to us when he came back on Saturday that they had
rather a nice home there with fairly well equipped farm and a
couple of married daughters living around there and although Mr.
Vautrin has absolutely no use for the church or missionary work
yet he said to Dr. Hopkins that he had had a letter from Minnie
saying that she would like to come to be with them for a little
while and he hoped that it would be possible for her to do so.
We have not written to Minnie anything about her immediate future.
I di1d have a letter from Dr. Woods of Iowa City and he rather
favored the plan proposed by Mrs. Macmillan, that 1s, for Miss
Vautrin to drive east and to be in some nice place in New England.
llowever, he added that it would be well to allow her to stay there
until about the 19th inst. at which time he would be able to make
a decision. We would be quite willing as you suggest for Miss
Vauirin to remain on in the hospital where she now is and we shall
implicitly follow Dr. Woods' advice. If he again suggests that
she remain for a longer time in the hospital, we shall be very
happy. But if 1t 1s his conclusion that she should leave the
hospital and go to some qulet spot in the country, then of course

v 2

that must be gilven consideration. By the way, Dr. Hopkins thinks




it would not be a bad thing at all to have Miss Vautrin go to
spend a little time with her brother and his family. He feels
it might do her some good. On thls matter I cannot make up my
own mind as to what should be done.

It may be that within the next few days I shall run
up to Iowa City and talk things over with the doctor and see
Minnie and talk with her.

Again thanking you for your good letter

Cordially yours,

C%LI&L41£L4 Lo / 4§D g_;f
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Mrs. T. D. Macmillan
Ginling ,olle,o

150 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York

,

Dear I'rs. Nacmillan:
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July 10, 1940

Mr. Alexander Paul
222 Downey Avenue
Indianapolis, Indiana

Dear Mr. Paul:

I heve your note of July the 9th and have wired, "glad to see you Monday morning
eight o'clocke Letter follows." An appointment in Lansing, Iowa, Sunday morning cannot
be altered and will keep me away from Iowa City until late Sunday evening.

I asked Dr. Miller, who is in immediate charge of Miss Vautrin, to write to you,
her brother and Mrs. Mecmillan stating thet Miss Vautrin's progress is on the whole satis-
factory, but she suffers drops in her mood from time to time. This keeps the outlook still
dubious, although our fceling is on the whole hopeful.

We have been applying the so-called "metrazol" treatment on patients whose course
runs in this wey and have had some remarkable results. Most of the petients suffer no
inconvenience from the particular shocks themselves. The inexplicable drops in mood
stop often after the first thrse or four shocks and recovery follows more rapidly then
from other forms of treetment. If she were my own daughter, I would carry out this
treatment, if her course were similer to that of Miss Vautrin's. It is, however, dis-
agreeable for an hour or two to some patients. Also, because we do not understand the
exact nature of the changes that go on under this treatment, we feel forced to err on
the side of caution and always ask the family and those immediately concerned before
eprlying ite We, therefore, asked whether you will consent to our applying this treat-
ment, if in the near future we think it sppropriate.

Your suggestion that she go on a visit to her broth:r and your statement that she
herself hes expressed s desire to do this opens up another alternative. The only risk
involved is that in a moment of deep depression she micht act impulsively and try to
injure herself. The degree of risk cannot be estimated numericually, but in my judgment
it is slight. It would be reasonable to accept that risk eand allow her to make this trip.
If the change from hospital life to a freer and an outdoor life would fortunately turn
the tide, it would be & happy solution to the whole problem. I suggest, therefore, theat
on receiving this letter, if you would like us to carry out this plan of = visit to her
brother, you should telegraph me to that effect and then, as you thought best, either
jelay the visit to Iowa City and arrange for en escort to teke Miss Vautrin to her brother
or possibly come yourself to Iowa City and take her to her brothere.

Yours sincerely,

Andrew He. Woods, M. D.
Director
AHN: FS
"C: Mr. Louis Vautrin
Irse Te D. Macmillen

Dear Mrse. Macmillan:

There is no unusual factor in Miss Vautrin's progress. I send this to keep you
informed. If a visit to her brother rosults in rapid improvement, well. If not, we
shall be glad to continue<to care for her, if “her friemds so desire.

Cordial regards
De Se W.




11 July 1940

Dear Dre. Miller:

Your note of July ninth ison my desk as I return from an
unexpected absence. We are very grateful to you for the clear
and sympathetic statements concerning Miss Vautrin's conditione.
Your note of recommendation that the metrazol therapy be used in
this case, and news from Mr. Alexander Paul of the proposal that
Miss Vautrin visit her brother have been talked through today by
Mr, Evens and me. We have every confidence in the soundness of
your treatment and your recommendations, and we are grateful for
the ¢ are with which you have kept us in touch and the consideration
which you show in asking that some representative of the Board of
Founders of Ginling College take part in giving official consent
for the metrazol therapy if it is used. We agree that Miss Rebecca
We Griest of the Personnel Committee of the Board of Founders
should be the one to speak for the Board in this connection, and
you #ill hear from her promptly from her home in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania, after she has studied these recent letterse

Sincerely yours,

Mrse Te D. Macmillan

EBM:ef

Dre We Re Miller, Assistant Director
Psychopathic Hospital

Iowa City, Iowsa

11/7/40

Dear Rebecca:

Mr. Evens seems very tired today. He is eager to have you
do whatever is necessary in this case. He has written a brief
acknowledgment to Mr. Paul.




LETTER FROM MATILDA C, THURSTON TO
MISS REBECCA W, GRIEST DATED JULY 12, 1940

Dear Rebeccas

Your letter of June 6th added much desired informetion to supplement the
cable of the same d-te for which we were most grateful, I have since received
a letter from Katherine Schutze, dated Jule 16, which gave further details and
reported your visit to Iowa City. I am in complete agreement with you in the
decisions which were made although I feel that Mary James might have been a
very helpful adviser in regard to general procedure. I am very happy to think
that a nice person like Dr. Woods could be the one to make the preliminary study
of Minnie's cases I knew him and his wife quite well- knew her in Northfield
days as a Bryn Mawr delegates

I shall be very sorry if my long, and, if I do sey it, rather nice letter
to you did not get throughe I started it as a birthday letter and continued
although I knew it was going to be lete in reaching youes I added the more
formsl page about Minnie and a typed page, as I remember, about Evelyn Walmsley
which was dated May lste I also enclosed extracts from correspondence. The
way in which the matter has been handled makes me feel thrt there has been no
direct contact with Evelyn to understend her own attitude about returning to
China. Writing to Miriam Null and to me she was quite positive that she
intended to come whether the Board sent her or not, but could not come this
summer without some finencial help for travel and living expenses. To guerd
against this I had in my earlier correspondence with Anna Moffett made cleer
thet thet need not be a hindrance because I would become personally responsible
for this. I think I will quote my second paragraph of my letter of May lsts
"Of course the ideal would be to have the Presbyterian Board send her back
paying travel and providing salary for three years. I am inclined to think
thet she would be reappointed on the field to full mission status. She would
be gled of this bscause she values the relationship. That would not disqualify
her to s:rve in Ginling if the college invited her. The immediate urgency is
the money for her travel out and some guarantee of salery for the coming year.
When I wrote to Anna Moffet I said I would become personally responsible for
this, and I still hold to my word if the funds are not provided in any other
way. We want the question settled as soon as possible because nothing will
,ase Minnie's mind so much as to know that Evelyn is coming out this summer,

I realise that even securing a passage these days is difficult but I rest the
case with you to do everything in your power to expedite the matter®,

We have seoured China for the help which we need, for a foreign helper
vho could give something like Evelyn ocould give. It is for more than a year
that she would be needed. We cannot have any assurance that Minnie will be
able to return at the end of a year. Katherine Schutze, who was a full time
English teacher is not promised to us on her return to China although she would
like to come back to the school here. Catherine Sutherland would not meet the
need at all and it is juite clear thet she is needed in the west, It is a
situation where not anybody will meet the need, and a new persom without
Chinese would meke speeial problems. Your question as to how much I can be
responsible for is difficult to amswer. I am treasurer and chairman of the
Administrative Committee. I do not feel that it would be wise to involve
myself in teachings I have not worked for so long with middle school students
and 1 have not taught the things which are not provided for. We made shift
for the last two months with substitute teachers and might get some local help
in class English teaching, but there are other things besides teaching that
we need to carry the progrem which is planned. Miss Swen Bao-hwa who came the
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Mrs. Mrs. Thurston to Miss Griest

first of June is taking hold very splemdidly and gives something which we did
not have in the school the lest two ) ;ars except as Minnie carried all the
detail hersslf in planning schedules and other administrative matters.

We are heving a spell of very hot weather and the farmers need raim or
the rice crop will fail. Rice hss been about $50,00 & tan recently which is
as much as six times the normal price at this time of the year. You can
imagine how that complicetes the sost of living for people who are near
starvation. We will be facing almost famine conditions although wheat is
helping out at present. You can see how we will appreciate help for neighbour-
hood relief as well as help in supplementary feeding of students who cannot
pay for board. We can hardly charge for full board under the cirocumstances,
and that means a deficit even if all fess were paide I am almost ready to
make & statemsnt of expenditures for the year when I get my trial balance.
It is a little hard to work when one sticks to the paper.

The cheque which you enclosed to Minnie mede payable to her order I
ocould not cashe I sent it to Mr. Marx who has power of attorney for Minnie.
A lot of cheques payable to Minnie's order have been causing me inconvenience
all through the year, Minnie really should have notified her friends to make
cheques payable to Ginling College if they were for the work or to me as
treasurer which I have been now since June 1, 1939. It was one of the places
where she did not let go, where she might have put it on others. Fortunately
gshe did turn over all her relief funds to me in April and I got those details
cle r, as I did not hsve anything connected with school administration.

I am adding a page from a letter I am writing to K. Schutze with word
about the end of the terme I am meking no plens to le:ve Nanking this summer
proferring the comforts of home to the risks of travel north, south or west,
I hope you are getting some pleesant jeunts in your cer.

Yours affectionately,

(signed) MATILDA C. THURSTON.
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New York, New York
My dear Mr. Evans:

I received yesterday the copy of Dr. Wu's letter to Miss Lung (Yung)
and the tenative plan for a major in home economics at Ginling College. It
is very good of you to do this. I assume that the original letter will be
sent to Miss Yung and the original copy of the plan. You note that Miss
Wu spells the name Lung and we here spell it Yunge

I am enclosing a copy of a letter received from Miss Li yesterday and
elso a copy of my answer. I am writing to Dr. Wu telling her of Miss Li's
feelings. My own reaction is that she should proceed to Chengtu as soon as
possible, .but if we get her off from America the decision about what she
is to do when she reaches Hong Kong can be made by China. I have wondered
whether it would be possible to send her on any boat earlier than the Coolidge.
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I can imagine you sighing when I raise this question for I am sure your an-
swer will be "I have already told you thsre is no reservation available
earlier then the Coolidge."

I em also sending you the original of the letter from Miss Chang (also

spelled Djang) and a copy of my answers.
inspired for I am not sure whether you will want to send her Miss Wu's
letter concerning the position in Chengtu.

Whatever you and Mrs. Macmillan 9~

My answer wes not particularly

-
Pond

YJecide about the physical education problem will be satisfactory to me. I v
think, however, that as soon as the decision is reached Miss Wu should

know what it ise.

My interpretation of Miss Chang's letter is that she would

like to stay esnother year in America but thet she has not yet come to a

decisione.

It seems to me that Miss Jacobs is fitted for this position. I

think it would be a wise thing for her to have a chance to fill it.

I am enclosing & copy of the letter from Miss Cook of Jaffrey, New

Hempshire, showing her willingness to have Minnie in Jaffrey. You will see

from the copy of my answer to Miss Cook that I have indicated my happiness

thet Minnie can go to Jaffrey and have told her that we would let her know
when the time arrived to leave so that we can get satisfactory accommodations.

H 1 feel very strongly that when she does go she should not live by herself

but live in a group of people.




Mr. C. A. Evans--2 July 12, 1940

Vaatrin Apropos of Minnie I have heerd esgain from Miss Téudley suggesting that
Minnie come to Beacon Hill at Beacon, New York. I think we are pretty well
agreed that Minnie should not be moved from one institution to anéther. I
am writing to Miss Tﬁhdley that she will for the present remain at Iowa City.

I certainly hope that this week has not been %o hard on youe I know
that Mr. Garside was away and that with Mrs. Macmillan here it has placed
more pressure than is reesonable no doubt. It will probably be small com-
fort that I felt perfectly safe during these days, when I could not do any-
thing, to have you handling whatever Ginling problems thet arose in New York.

Miss Hodge returned to me with expressions of satisfaction the one year
contract which I drew up for Esther khodes. She apologizes in her note for
signing for she realizes that it has to be recopied. I have not as yet heard
from Miss Tyler or from you about your reaction. If you apjrove the enclesed
contract, would you ssk Mrs. Macmillan or your own secretary to have it
copied in triplicate and send thtwto Miss Rhodes for her signature and then
to Miss Hodge for hers? We have three ocopies sigred; one copy is given to
the candidate, one is filed in the office in New York and one is sent to
Dr. Wu in China. If this a trouble to do, return it to me and I can attend
to this next week.

PR%O&QQ

Sincerely yours,
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Dre Alexsnder Paul
Missions Building

222 Avenue
S maelis, ud.
Dear Dr. Pauls

I am exoeed grateful for your letter of 9tk
which I have shared with Miss GOriest, also with Mirs. leme

Miss Griest heas been in toush with the people im Wew
, and I am sure that at the proper time arrsngements eun
be made for Wiss Vautrin's scoomsodstion. If Wes Vautrin really
desires to see her brother however, that injeots a different situs-
tien, as undoubtedly she would prefer to go directly there ruther
thmto east. Not knowing her brother I mast coufess that
uhnywu:-hawumnywm. Prior to
Wﬁuttmummmimu-.mu-m
lmuhdoubt.

Your willingness to onrry on is certainly appresiated by
dlhmmdumdohhutﬂphhﬁiﬁ.-ﬁnldhmt
interested in your reastiom.

The automobile trip as proposed has not met with universal

approval here. From previous reports it seems that subtomobile travel
tires her,

With added thamks for your contimmed assistance, I am

Very truly yours,




R

¢ here ths copy of your letter to !irse Heemillen and ol her enswer te
vou and nis ) P Jre Wood's letter of July 1) to Mre Frule 1 hops that Mre
Faul did some to lowa Uity for the conferance on Fonday, July iS5e I nots in Wrse
Maomilien ; er to you that she says thet I em to write to you for Lhe Doard
in relation Lo the ;ropossd metrezol therspy trestments 1 should support eny
sant ti you f re “o0ods belisve sould bs helpful to Miss Veutrin. 1 think
i oods in Towa City I susgested to him that shere consent

.

-

treetaents thet 1t should somes from ¥re Prule Ihis sounds,
all "passing the buoke™ I foel conflident that we of the
i sapport snything in the way of trestment thet you wish to Zdve
Veulrine here nongsnt is noeded I should eprin suggest seouring thet from
nd vrely inform us of the plane
war, feal doubtiul sbout Miss Vsuirin going to her brother. she
: Jenuary from Chinag end 1 think st that time she wes parfeclly RoOr=
mal askin me 1o meke certain nvestigetions for her hare es to pluces vhers she
could study ani elso whore she could reste in that lotter she sald . ulte frankly
thet she ‘"=lt she would mot be sble to rest at hor brother's homes She did mot
mean by tnis vt she did pot wish to visit thome But I should l'wel from this
letter 1 ne did not when sho was normel believe thet it was a pluce inm shioh
sha shoul! nd uny prolumged periode If Ythet was true then, would it not be
true now. 1 know that fram the very first, in those days when 1 8 sceing her
gt the hos it L, she montioned over und over again her broth:re Mizht that not
ba a port ol hey gire “o bo somewhore siso--anywhers else--ruther thsn the plsoce
share she ‘8. I #m n0* saying 4n this thet I think it should not be tried but I
am ~uestionins the wisdom of ite

. aritten to Jellrey, kos Hsmpshire, %o Kiss Ellen Cook, who is acwe~
tired (rofsssor of Smitn Jo.ﬁ;;e and who kunows Miss Vantrin, end asked her sbowt
arrsngonents noer her own ocottage at Jaflireye Wiss ook swmners thers with her
el ster and with hep Criemd. All thrse women have beon in China for short periods
and gll heve stayed at Ginling snd sll admire end respect Miss Veutrin, Kiss




Dre We K, Hillore-2

Sook in e vory friendly fashion seys thet they will be glad to make Errangemonts
for Wiss Vautrin in Jaffrey et any time that it seems rensoneols to send her

thores Sho :1ll not live with them in their own sottaze, but ghe will shere as
mush of their group as she wishes to. They heve had, I understand, some experismece
before with someshet siniliar casess My own belief is that when Niss Veutrin i
ready to losve the hospitel that she would be bettsr off at Jalfrey then she would
be at her brothor's lhome for a period of recuparestion,

1 hope, howsvar, that she will stay et the hospital and recsive whetover
trestment you end ure. %Woods think wiss, and thet she will be dismissed only after
& reasoneble chance Tor recovery hes bsen given thare.

Sincerely vours,
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Dr. Andrew H. Woods, Dirsctor,
The Psychopathic Hospital,
Iowa City, Iowsae

Dear Dr. Woods:

Your letter of June 27th and its enclosure of
a copy of your letter to Mr. Paul reached me
promptly enough. I took it with me to New York
for a conference on July 2nd end then was delayed
in ans ering it because of the Fourth of July
Holiday and following that by a very sudden death
in my own femily. In the meantime I have seen the
correspondence with Mrs. Macmillean and with Mr. Paul.
I hope the conference with him was satisfactory and
thet Miss vautrin will r:ceive the treatment which
Dr. Miller's letter said you were interested in
giving hers

» I am reasonably doubtful of sending Miss Vautrin
to her brother's home until she has tried herself out
somewhere elses I em still hoping that the initial
tryout may be in New Hempshire. Miss Mary Cooke and
Miss Ellen Cooke, both retired professors of Smith
College together with a friend, Miss Mary Thaeyer,

are willing to arrange for a room for Miss Vautrin
near them end to share their simple life with her.
They }ive a very wholesome life, having a small
gardemp, a car in which they travel to nearby places,
evenings with books and gemes and friends who are
intelligent and coméanionablo. Jaffrey, as you know,
is in southern New Hampshire' and not far from

Mt. Monadnocke
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I feel that you are having to correspond with a
great many different people about Miss Veutrin,.
May I say agein that we of the Ginling Group are
willing to agree to anything, you, Dr. Miller and
Mr. Paul feel necessart to her treatment and

to her length of stay in the hospital.

When Miss Vautrin is ready to leave the
hospital we shall be glad to cooperate in
makind arrangements about New Hampshire or
if that does not seem wise with you and Mr. Paul,
then to cooperate with other arrangements that
you and he think best.

I was glad for your comment on the quality 68
companionship that Miss Bhut,e gave Miss Vautrin.
I am wondering if she is needing a continuation of
this type of companionship. If you think so will you
let us know that also.

Sincerely yours,
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] to the office thiz m rning from Iowa Clty
 note of July 17 with the several enclosures.

neldsing you coples of letters I hove Just
ooda and to Mr, Vautrin, I think thesze will
osition in the c¢ase.

en I talked wit innie she was stil]l greatly de-
ed and felt the awful sense of hopelessness in life. 1 came
2 however, more convinced than ever that she 12 recelving the
noet esclentific treatment which ean be offered in such a case. I
need not say to you that the doetors and nureges are the personifi-
cation of sympathy and kindness and Minnie acknowledges this but
as ~reviously mourns the fact that they are spending so much time
on suech an unworthy ver-on as she is-but I need not go on. ¥You
underet:-nd the case,

It seems to us here (and I know you will not misunder-

tand me) that 1t will be best for us to do the direct ocorresponding
/ith Dr. Woods in Minnie's cese. I shall be more than glad to send
you a eopy of every letter we receive from Dr, Yoods or Dr, Miller
ni aleo of letters we write to them fromthis office. Ye had
better take this orecaution in order to avold any complication whioch
might arise later on, This method will a peal to Dr. Woodls as he
also feels that authority in the ocase must be lodged with one par
ticular Soelcty. Naturally, 1t would make no difference to him
whether that authority ie vested in your Ginling Committee or in
the U, C. M, 8, S0 I think it will be best far all concerned
for us to 2ssume that responsibility.

0966
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it mi_ht be poss] for her Lo pey you & visit almo:t immnedlately.
maliy, 1 ¢ )t think this would be advisable. she needs
stant care ( is 80 depeessed 8 ine ik 1t would be
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18, 1940

Andrew He Woods, Me De Direotor,
The Psychopathie Hospital,

The State University of Iows,

] City, Iowa.

Dre Woodss

On returning to the office, our Vice-president,

rse. Re 2« Doan showed me a letter which she had received
from a Miss Leona May Frye, Box 54, Secor, Illinois, in
which she said she wented to go to Iowa City to s:e
Miss Vgutrin and requested your neme and addresse

i Frye is the friend of Miss Vgutrin's who had
been working to get a great mass meeting of the whole
county in which Miss Vautrin was born and reared in
order to manifest to her their great appreciation for
the service she had rendered in Chine since the outbreak

present confiict,

advised Mrs. Doan to write to liiss Frye saying

had just returned from sseing you and that it would
) possible for her to see Miss Frye as your orders
re that no one can visit and discuss business matters
itl ss Vautrin at this timee.

I think it would be well for you to write Miss Frye
to this effecte I am afraid she is the type of person
who might take it upon herself to see iiss Vautrin if
at all possible and I think your writing $o0 her might
save her meking a trip to Iowa City for this purpose.

This mass meeting is to be held on August 28 and
these good friends have been told that it would b
impossible for Miss Vautrin to attend that meeting,
They ere plenning to go on with the arrangements for
the meeting and hold it even though Miss Vautrin may
10t be able to atiend.

With kind regards,
Sincerely yours,

Hie}amd&hiﬂ¢kt




Andrew He Woods, e De Director,
The Psychopathic Hospital,
The State University of Iowa,
[owa City, Iowa.

yar Dr'e Woodss

Referring to our coanversation in your office on
the 15th inst. I wish to say thuot the United Christian
Missionery Soeiety, whose missionary Miss Minnie Vautrin
has been since the year 1912, is anxious for you to give
her whatever treatment you prescribe for her case. In
Dre Miller's letter of the 9th inste. to Mrs, Maomillan,
8. copy of which hs sent me, he suggosted metrazol therapy.
Dre. lilicr goes on to say that he desires to have the
consent of some r -sponsible person before proceedi: vith
this treatment. The Ginling College Committee as well
the United Christien Missionary Boolety, feels strongly
that Miss Vautrin should have the benefit of this treatment
as soon as you deem it advisable.

I do not know what response you have had from
Miss Veutrin's brother so I em writing to him and
sending him a copy of this letter to youe I am sure
ire Vautrin will be more than gled to heve his sister
9t the best possible treatment in order to restore
her, if possible, to normal heealth.

On behalf of the United Christian Missionary 3ociety,
may I agaln thank you for your very deep int:rest in
Miss Vautrin's case and it is a great relief to know
that you and your splendid essociates are doing everything
which can be done for her.

With kind regards,

8incerely yours,

1

Gl%awm Mo L-




July 18, 1940

Mre Louis Vautrin,
Box No. 37, Route 3,
Shephard, Michigan.

Uger Mre Vautring

I heve just returned from Iowa City where I went
.0 see vour sister, Minnie, and to consult with Dr. Woods,
l\irector of the Psychopathic Hospital. He told me thet
they had written to you regarding your sister's illness
but thus for had had no word from yous I hope the letters
heve not gone astraye

1 have known your sister for about twenty-eight yesrs
and she has made e very real contribution to the work of
‘hristian Education in China and has been honored more
thean once by the Chinese Government. While in China last
summer I tried to convince your sister that she should
come home but bacause of ths frightfully unsettled
conditions she did not feel that she could l:ave her
worke She has had to carry on under most trying con-
ditions during the pest several years and it is not
surprid ng thet her mind hes become so fatigued that

is not able to look on the bright side of thingse

You z0t & copy of D.. We Re Millor's letter to
rs. T. De Macmillen written under date of July 9 so
yvou heve before you the recommendation thet your sister
iven the benefit of metrazol therapye. I am enclosing
copy of our letter to Dre. Woods in which we asked him
to give your sister this treatment as we are anxious
for her to be restored to normal heslth as soon as
ossible. I am sure you will have written to Dr. Woods
before now giving your consent for your sister to have this

3 vv 4
articuler treatmente

There will be & good deal of expense connected with
Minnie's illness but we are Wery willing to meet this
resionsibility. We are asking you, however, as iinnie's
nearest of kin to give your consent as requested by
Dr. Miller as I understend this is advisable in all
Suclh cases8e

When Minnie returned from China I met her in
Chicago and went with her to Iowa City. At thet time
she suggested that it might be possible for her %o
pey you a visit almost immediately. Personally, I
do not think this would be edvisable. She heeds
constent care and is so depressed at times that it
would be, to say the least, embarressing to you good
people to have her with you. We think she is now where
she will receive the best possible treatment and if,
after a little while she becomes normel in her thinking

and actions which, of course, we fully expect her to do




she ocould then pay you a visit eand, of course, you
would be glad to have hers

OQur President, Dr. Robert M. Hopkins, told us that
‘e had 2 little visit with you and he felt at the time
t it might be a good thing to have your sister pay
a visit but he did not fully understand Minnie's

¥

conaltlone.

Let me say egain thet we feel quite sure that your
sister will be restored to normal health although it
8y teke e little time to accomplish thige We are
lesirous of cooperating fully with the ddotors and

, esking you to please do the same and of ocourse,

o

u will.
v Iind r ard
A1 K1IIA I'© I'as,

Sincerely yours,

ﬁle¥aud;r kutxl-
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Mrs. T. D. Macmillan,
Ginling College,

150 Fifth Avenue,

New York, New York.

Dear Mrs. Macmillan:

Quite some time ago your good letter came in which you
suggested a plan for the taking care of Miss Vautrin. 1In that
letter you sald that you would be willing to drive to Iowa Clty
and lelisurely drive Miss Vautrin to the place in New England where
she should go. That letter appealed to us at the time and I made
up my mind that I had better go to Iowa City and see for myself
Just how Miss Vautrin was getting along and get first hand infor-
mation from the doctors. Yesterday I returned to the office from
Iowa City and I am convinced that it would be a fatal mistake to
have Miss Vautrin leave the hospital at this time. Being a lay
man and an outsider, it seemed to me that she was much more de-
pressed as she talked to me, than she was when I met her in Chicago
and took her to Iowa City. The fact, that for the present at least,
she will need constant care and must be looked after, precludes
the possibility, I think, of her leaving at this time. I am
enclosing a letter which I have written to Miss Griest so that you
may see how we feel about the whole situation here.

Dr. Woods assured me that she was making as good progress
as could be expected, that she did have these intense times of
depression and that the fact that she is so strong physically rather
reacts against her. However, we have decided, and I understand your
committee 1s also willing, that she should get this special treat-
ment and as I talked with Drs. Woods and Miller, I was convinced
that that was the only thing to do. We have written to her brother
and do not know whether we shall hear from him or not, We also
wrote to Dr. Woods saying that he had our full cooperation in the
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particular treatment he wanted to administer.

Minnie seemed to be more introspective than ever. For
instance, I told her that I had two very nice letters from Dr. Wu
Yi Fang that were sent to her through me, but that I had read them
at Dr. Wu's suggestion in a letter to me, but Minnie would have
none of them. Nor did she ask a single question about any of the
friends. When I mentioned anyone, and especlially the way that
Ginling was getting along, she brushed it all to the one slde em-
phasizing the fact that she had ruined everything and there was
not any necessity to discuss the matter. It is all very pathetlc
but of course quite natural when one realizes what she has been
through and the attitude that she has now taken. Dr. Woods and
Dr. Miller assure me that there 1s a very great possibility that
she will come out of this thing and be a finer woman than she has
ever been before. Consequently, I am keeping all of her mall here.
Dr. Woods thought it best not to let her have any letters at all
and In due time when she is more like herself, we can give her all
These letters which are coming to her.

I am sure you will understand our viewpoint when I sald
in my letter to Miss Griest that it would be best for us here to
take the responsibility for Miss Vautrin so that the hospital in
Iowa City will notﬁﬁorking through two different organizations,
and as I saild to Miss Griest, I want to say to you that you will
get coples of everything which we may send to any person of im-
portance in this matter. Dr. Woods also was emphatic in saying
that Miss Vautrin should not be exposed when she leaves the hospital
to meet with any group where she would take a prominent part, nor
should she be in a position to have to talk about missionary work.
He said the last thing that ought to be done would be to think of
her going to Secor for such a celebration as they were talking about.

Trusting that you are well and with very kind regards,

Sincerely yours,

Alheaoids Gos




THE PSYCHOPATHIC HOSPITAL
THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA
lowA CiITY, lIOWA

July 19, 1940

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

Miss Rebecca W. Griest
208 South Queen Street
Lancaster, Pennsylvania

Dear Miss Griest:

In reply to your letter of July 16th, I
am happy to say that the future arrangements
for Miss Vautrin's treatments were settled
with Mr, Paul's visit here on Monday. We
have already instituted the metrazol treat-
ment, and, whereas, it is too early to hazard
any remarks on the probable results, we can
say that rfollowing her first treatment she
showed a definite improvement. This looks
well for the future.

When this series of treatment is con-
cluded, which will probably be in about

three weeks, we shall again discuss with you
the best dispositio?}/

%uly ,

Ww. R. Miller, M. D.
Asslistant Director

WRM 'S




July 22, 1940

DI‘. ‘!"". R' Mill@r,
Assistant Director,
Psychopathic Hospital,
Iowa City, Iowa.

y dear Dre. Millers

1 appreciate your note of July 19th,
telling me of Miss Vautrin's condition end the
improvement shown after the first metrazol tr:at-
mente '

I promised, when I was in Iowa City, to
send you Miss Vautrin's Diary end I find I
have not done so. I shall try now to get that
off to you.

Mr. Paul has written thet he and Dr. Woods
have arrnaged, ond very sensibly too, that

Mr. Paul shall be the one to whom the correspondence

from the Hospital goese.

We realize there has been a great deal of
confusion in the number of persons corresponding
with you. This arrangement between Dre Woods and
Mr. Paul is the proper one and one to which we
shell very heappily agree.

Sincerely yours,
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Mre Ce Ae Ev&ns,
Room Nge 903,

150 Fifth Avenue,
New York, Ne Y.

My dear Mr. Evanss

Thank you for your letter of July 20the I am grateful for Mrs. News'
address.qt I suppose I should not have written so fully to Dr. Wu as I
really thought it was in Mrs. Mecmillan's place to do so. That meeting
was held with her acting as Secretary and it was her task, as I understand
it, to inform Miss Moffett, Miss Walmsley, Mrs. Thurston and Dr. Wu. I
have not written to Mrs. Thurston and I have not written to Miss Walmsleye.
I asked Mrs. Macmillan when she was here if she had done so because I received
a letter from Anne which made it appear that she had not. She had, however
done so about ten days after the meeting and Anna received that letter after
she wrote to me. If she has not written to Miss Walmsley and Mrs. Thurston
we shall be in for some bitter criticism from Mrs. Thurston. I suppose I
better write a note to Mrs. Macmillan and ask definitely whether she did
write those letters.

I em glad you did not write those letters to Dr. Wu because I do not thjnk
it is necessary for you to pe directly involved in this situation! Q&LUJxALQ LLL“?%L”
Sol it oad O (g duth GoRL M Y Wi
Thank you for your talk with Miss Li. As I understand it, it is now up
to her and we have nothing more to do with how she and Miss Yung are going
to room. Personally I think Miss Li was trying to pull "A fast one" when

she tried out this idea on me.

I shall enclose for you a copy ofs first, Mr. Paul's letter of July 18th
written to me. He sent a copy of this letter to Mrs. Macmillan. I am also
enclosing copies of Mr. Paul's letter to Dr. Woods under date of July 18th;

a letter concerning the treatment of Miss Vautrin and another letter concerning
the celebration in Secor, Illinois. I am also enclosing another letter from

Dr. Miller which arrived this morning. When I was in Iowa and had my conference
with Dr. Woods, I suggested to him that his correspondence be with Mr. Paul

for the Us Ce Me S. and with you for Ginling. I think all correspondence
concerning this matter between the hospital and our groups should be with

Mr. Paul as the only sensible solution to the confused state which we have
gotten ourselves into. I do not know how much of this is due to the fact

thet Dr. Woods forgot what I suggested to him, although I remember that he
wrote doen the names and addresseg and how much is due to the fact that

Mrs. Macmillan knows Dr. Woods and therefore begen corresponding on her own.
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#2
Mr. Ce. Ae Evans

I have written no letters directly to them except in answer to their
letters to me and I think I have sent you copies of everything that
I have written to the Hospital.

I am troubled about this celebration in Secor. Does this mean
that Mrs. Ross is going ahead with that matter? Has she not grasped
the fact that Minnie cannot be there ? The only thing I can think of,
if they are going ahead with this matter is to find someone to send To
them who can tell them of the work Minnie has done in Nanking. Should
I write to Mrs. Ross, sending her a copy of Mr. Paul's letter to Dr. Woods
on this matter?

JACOBS

This morning I received a letter from Miss Hodge approving our
securing Miss Jacobs. She says, however, and I quote "I would want
you or Mr. Evans or some Ginling Persomnel person to approve her
spiritual qualifications in addition to the Yenching approval”.

Can you satisfy Miss Hodge on this point? I certainly hope so.
I shall, of course be interested to know what word you receive
from Miss Wu concerning Miss Jacobs.

RHODES

I sent you yesterday, a copy of my letter from Miss Rhodes con-
taining her brother's name, his home and business addresse and her
mother's name and address so that they could be filed in our officee —
I note that she says you are having difficulty about her passpor‘tOUML';{’»Q tnadlen
whi-eh—indteeabes that she really wants to goe I certainly hope there
will be no difficulty in her getting off because if there is then
all our Nanking plans in regard to Miss Sutherland are again blown
to bits. I assume that Miss Rhodes wrote you about her box of music.
She mentioned it in a letter to me but said she was writing you.
If she stays only one year I wonder if it is worth while to teke out
this musice On the other hand, if she stays three years, she will
very much need it.

It is a little bit cooler here this morning and I hope that
is true of the ninth floor of 150 Fifth Avenue, New York, alsoe

Sincerely yours,

Releeen " Socrsel
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The Psychopathic Heospital
Iowa Ci
July 28, 19

Dear Mr., Paul:

I am atlll here at this hospital, but I am hoping to
secure permission to leave the end of this month.,. If I am success~-
ful in getting away, then I shall probably spsnd August at home
in 8hepherd, lMichigen with my brother.

I ought to study this coming winter and prepare myself
for the year 1940-41, Do you think I ought to prepare to return
to China? China 18 My home and not to go back does not geem right.

On londay, I shall telk to Dr. Moods or Dr. Miller to see
if they will vermit me toc ro0 on, for I have been here almost 2
monthe, vhich ought to be long enough in which to recover,

I am sorry I have been 1ill durin: this furlough, for I
had expected to have a good time during this furlough and to return
well prepared to Chinsa.

With best wishes to you,

Sincerely yours,

(signed) Minnie Vautrin
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The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of ot 5 ST

P 384 46 NT= WUX INDIANAPOLIS IND 29

REBECCA W GRIEST JUL 29 1940

203 SOUTH QUEEN ST

’

LETTER RECEIVEDs NOT NECESSARY MISS LIU GO  IOWACITY=% AMj_ s
SENDING YOUR LETTER DOCTOR WOODSs NO RECENT RERORT PRESUME7»”_
MINNIE IMPROVING: | SAIL FOR JAPAN CHINA AUGUST THIRTY FIRST;KE
WILL BE NEWYORK FIRST WEEK AUGUST: CAN YOU COME% NECESSARY
MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR MINNIEs WRITE ME IMMEDIATELY PLEASE:

ALEXANDER PAUL%

729,40 L
e mx 7

APPRECIATE OM ITS PATR
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Miss Rebecca W. Griest,
208 South Queen Street,
Lancaster, Pennsylvania.

Dear Miss Griest:

Your air mall speclial delivery came yesterday and I
have sent you a night letter which I hope will be self-explanatory.
I have Just written to Dr. Woods and sent him the copy of the
letter you wrote regarding Miss Liu and my opinion as to the necessity
or otherwise of her going to Iowa City. I think the information con-
teined in that letter will be about all Dr. Woods will want to know.

In my night letter to you, I said I would be in New
York and I shall be there from about the 6th of August to the 1l4th or
15th, and if during that time I knew ahead well enough to make my
plans, I would like very much if you could to New York and we could
have a meeting of your Ginling Committee. I have asked Dr. Woods,
in my letter to him, to give me the latest word on Minnie's case.
As I told you in my former letter, we think the plans which you
have made for Minnie to go east to those friends in New England
are the best that can be had and I am sure we shall be glad to do
our part in getting her there. I am not quite sure Just how plans
can be made when I leave, because I have not had a chance to talk
matters over with the other secretaries. We have all been scattered,
but shall be able to do this within the next day or two, so that
when I see you in New York, if you can be there, our plans can be
pretty well laid. It might be possible in spite of it being August
to have a meeting of the Ginling Committee and talk matters through
with more intelligence.

When I saw you last I did not know for sure that I
would be going to China and Japan. We had been in correspondence




Miss Rebecca W. Griest, July 30, 1940

and letters had come pointing out the desperate need of the mlssion-
aries for help and for a budget, and finally we wrote to them and

a cablegram came the other day asking that I go at once. I shall
sail, as I sald, on August 31. I will spend a couple of weeks 1in
Japan on business matters and spend most of the winter and spring

in China.

Trusting you are well and that you are not having as
terrifically hot weather as we have been having here and looking
forward with pleasure to seeing you and yours,

Sincerely yourgb s

/

Xy \parl
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Miss Rebecca W. Griest,
208 South Queen Street,
Lancaster, Pennsylvanls.

Dear Miss Griest:

Your good letters of July 28 and the 30 are before
me for acknowledgment. Thanks for writing as fully as you d4id.

Referring to your letter of July 28 in which you refer
to the question raised by Dr. Wu of Ginling, I would say that I
some little time ago wrote Dr. Wu by Clipper mall and shall be
doing so again within the next couple of days after we hear from
Dr. Woods of Iowa City. I took the two letters which Dr. Wu had
sent for Minnie and told her I had these letters for her from Dr.
Wu but she was so despondent and felt that she had so let Dr. Wu
down that she would not even take the letters. That compelled me
to talk matters over with Dr. Wood and he was of the decided opinlon
that no letters should be going to Minnie at this time. BSo any
letters which come here for her we are holding and Dr. Woods said
that letters which would be addressed to her to the hospital, he
would hold back for the time being, that there was not any use in
attempting to give Minnie the letters. One or two that she did
receive she misunderstood and it worried her a good deal. I shall
explain this in the letter I write to Dr. Wu.

A couple of days ago I had a letter from John Magee
from Oak Bluffs, Massachusetts and I am just wondering 1if 1t would
be possible or wise to have Mr. Magee sit with us in the meeting
of the Ginling Committee which I hope we can have next week 1n
New York. John knows the situation so well that i1t might help to have
him sit with us.




Miss Rebecca W. Griest August 1, 1940

One matter we must arrange and that is regarding Minnle's
going to those friends of yours in New England. I will want to
talk to you about the expense and the particulars about her going
and how she 18 to get there. My leaving for China at this time
rather upsets plans as far as Minnie is concerned. But Mrs. Doan,
when she comes back from her vacation September 1, will have the
correspondence regarding Miss Vautrin and will be 1n touch with
you. Mr. Yocum comes back from his vacation the middle of this
month and so anything which needs to be done, he will attend to
from the office here. Yesterday we sent another remittance which
will provide for Minnie until about August 15 and I imagine by that
time the doctors may know how the treatment is affecting her and by
the way, although we wrote to herbrother by registered mall, we have
not had a line from him at all and I think I told you before that
Minnie told me that she did not want to go near him because she
had written to him once or twice and he had never even acknowledged
them. We have taken the full responsibility for this treatment
which 1s being given to Minnie and even if the brother should want
to make trouble afterwards, we here and I am sure your Ginling
Committee will join us in protecting the doctors in Iowa City.

A little later on when I know what my plans really are,
I shall write you about the meeting which I hope we can have 1in
New York City. I am planning now to get to leave here for New York
not later than Monday, August 5, but I shall write you more 1n
detall later.

Again thanking you for your letterB and trusting you
are well and that you have had a break in the very hot weather
in Lancaster such as we are having here. The thermometer dropped
from 102 degrees yesterday to about &0 degrees.

With kind regards,
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And then I need advice from frank and trusty friends in order

11 here, but hoping that very soon I shall be pronounced well

ely for the future, for this year of preparation, and then for the

If you and Miss Hodge, and Dr. Wu, and Mr. Burch

L

e decision it would suit me admirably - or so it

3

the following:=-
most profitable way for me to snmend the year 1940~417
shall I plan to do when I return to China?

It would be lendid if you could get in touch with Dr, Wu and find out
she desires to invite ur humble servant to continue on the Ginling staff,
she does, does she desire me to prepare to go to West China or to Nanking?

r events of the st months she prefers not to invite me to continue with
then she should be civen the opportunity to say so frankly. In that case
like to know if the Ue.CelleSe wishes me to return to the China field.

/o

P

e Hy

i
1f
G
i

You see I am at the beginning of my furlough year and I would like to use

way that would give me the best preparation for the next two terms of service,

<

in mind before my illness were:-

York City, teking some courses in Union, and some in

‘ Chicago Divinity School, taking some courses
in religious education, and some in educations Last furlowgh I
1

lived in the Woment!s Dormitory of the Chicago Theological School
and enjoyed it very mucha,

L Q.

Pendle Hill, teking some courses and doing some readinge
&, Hartford Seminary, teking some courses and doing some readinge

You will see that the purpose of this letter is to get advice, I am send=-
ing the one copy of the letter, and that to you, but I want you to get me data on
which I can base my decision for the year 1940=~41 and the following years, Iwever
dreamed I would be a problem to the Mission, but it looks as if I am fast becoming

ONeEe
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Please write me very frankly as soon as you have the timee

very much out of touch with both Ginling and Us Ce Me Se

Sincerely yours,

/@/’ Mimnie Vautrin
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Miss Rebecca W. Griest,
208 South Queen Street,
Lancaster, Pennsylvanla.

Dear Miss Griest:

Yours of the 5 to hand just- a few moments ago. I
immediately sent you & wire asking you to please call the members
of the Committee together including John Magee. The same mall
that brought your letter brought one from John, saying that he
would be glad to come to New York if he could be of any help to
the Committee. I think it would be splendid for him to be there
and it will not cost your Committee a great deal to get him from
where he is in Massachusetts. So I hope that Mr. Evans and John
and the other members of the Committee will be able to meet with
us. I suggested Friday morning at ten o'clock. If that 1s not
convenient, will you please send me a telegram to the Hotel Carteret,
7th Avenue and 23rd Street, New York City.

I got a report a couple of days ago from Dr. Woods. I
am having it copied and if it comes up in time from the transcribing
room, I will enclose a copy in this letter so that you may see the
last report on Minnle.

I am planning to leave for New York City tomorrow, Wednes-
day afternoon and shall get in there early on Thursday and shall be
very glad if we can meet on Friday morning, as I do not quite know
what my dates may be in New York and that part of the world.

Looking forward to seeing you, always,

Sincerely yours
CML1221CCLL‘4191,C;zx,téll\ )
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Mrs. Macmillan; Things look
We shall hope that this
will be the only one and tha
of Miss "%ukrvn'” life
before her,
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Alexander Paul
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United Christian
222 Downey Avenue
Indianapolis, Indiana
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ing each day as enjoyable to her
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no completeds You will understand that
precarious for a while and that
but the prospect looks encouraging to me

leave us at the

Yours sincerely,

Andrew He Woods,

Director




INFORMAL DISCUSSION
GINLING COLLEGE GROUP REGARDING MISS VAUTRIN

10:00 M. August 9, 1940

Ab.
Room 600 = 150 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y.

The following were present:-

Dre. Alexender Paul of the UsCelleSe

Rev. John G. Magee of the Episcopal Board

eve John Ge. Magee of the Ep I ;

Ee Dodd of the Associated Medical Board

Rebecca . Griest of the Ginling Board
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By cormon consent Miss Tyler was elected Chairman.

Vv
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meeting opened with prayer

Chairman called upon D Paul to report on his > visit to Iowa City.

Paul stated that his f 5 react: as that of « iragement due largely
debasement of self

owever, in conversa=

came away with a stronger

)T o
to speciel emphasis used
including her account of
tion wi Woods and

feeline of hopefulnesse

Dr. Paul
brother,
undertaken upon

Board == no renlv

agreement should Miss Vautrin

her brother at least is fully recovered.

to the course to pursue after the Iowa City Hospital
deems it proper to discharge Miss Vautrine. As a place for
ts, the White Plains Hospital was recormended, As

the convalescence the following were suggested:-

Reve. and Mrs, John Magee of Oek Bluffs, Mass.
Mary Kelly of Florida
es Cook of Jaffrey, N. H.
Beatrice Schopmeier of Philadelphie

INANIMOUSLY AGREED that Miss Vautrin should stay at Iowa City until Dr. Woods

NAL Ve 196 Ja S vl

Miller feel safe in recommending her removal,

1

After further detailed consideration of the conditions and background concerning

the case, it was

AGREED that every encouragement possible should be given to Miss Vautrin as re=

ST LD Ui
gards. to the future - both for the work in China and /or opportunity for service in

Americae.
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his type of encouragement is most vital to the building up of
he return of courage.

Paul reported that it was his purpose to call at Iowe City wi

w days and he would report back the result of his visit,

.

the next

ATED )

<L&4. DL )

Word has just been received that a letter from Miss Veutrin to Dr. Paul is await-
ing him at his Hotel. A copy is enclosed herewith,

(STILL IATER)

Dr. Paul, Miss Griest and Ce. A. Evans met at the Parkside Hotel at 7 ofclock in the
evening and reviewed the letters of Dr. Woods?

August 4th. Copies of both are attached.

of August 7th and Miss Vautrints of

In the light of these developments, it was recognized that the work of the morning
must be reviseds It was reported that the late letters had been read to Miss Tyler
and Dr. Dodd, and both agreed that immediate action should be taken to get Miss
Vautrin away from Iowa City, and that plans made at the morning meeting should be
carried through at once,

Je Mo "
remain at the Indiana State Park for a fortnight, under conditions
well arranged in Indianapolis, thus permitting arrangements in the
more deliberately., The Park is within forty miles of Indianapolis,
in a wooded area and with fine hotel accommodations, and

with a representative of the Us Co Me Se

it occurred to Dr. Paul that the Us Co Me S. might arrange to

D that this seemed to be an ideal solution, and Dr. Paul volunteered to
telegreph Dr. Woods about the plan and that he would reach Iowa City on the 15th or
16th and teke Miss Vautrin to Indianaj with the further understanding that plans
should be made to have Miss Vautrin ®e go to Jaffrey, New Hampshire the first week
in September, with lMiss Griest making the plans, and that the other plans considered

[iss Vautrin should be hastened.

adjourneds,
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Miss Rebecca Griest,
208 South Queen Street,
Lancaster, Pennsylvanla.

Dear Miss Griest:

First of all, let me apologlze for sendlng the Night Letter
I had to do this becsuse I sent it from a wayside small town
could not give me any rates on telegrams to your honorable

I hed to send it collect and I am sure you will understand.

You cannot imegine what a Joy it was to meet Minnle and find
her seemingly perfectly normal. She at once began calling me "Uncle
Alec" and so I knew she must be her resl self. Before seeing her, I
had a long conversation and dlscusslion with Dr. Woods and he was de-
lighted beyond measure at the progress that Minnie had made. He will
not say that she is perfectly normal, but feels that 1t would be far
better for her to be away from Iowa City, and he had told Minnle of
our plans for her so that when I saw her, she had an 1dea of what we
had intended to do. About the only remaining trace of her despondency
seems to be her awful chagrin at our having to spend so much money on
her but I talked to her 1like a Dutch Uncle and told her she ought to
be ashamed of herself and if she kept on, she would make God out to be
a miser. She laughed and told me I ought to be ashamed of myself for
making such a statement. We had no difficulty whatever in getting her
to go to thls beautiful, beautiful state park. When I was sure of the
arrangements, I telephoned to Indianapolls and Mr. and Mrs. Yocum met
us at the station with theilr car and we all drove down to the park to-
sether, Minnle seemed to be delighted with the place, but she does not
want to go East. She 1s perfectly willing to remaln 1ln the hotel in
the park until after Labor Day but then, she wants to go to her brother!'s.
She seys she cen be there, help them out on the farm work and in that
way tire herself physically. She feels very keenly the loss of any
physical exerclee and she says walking will not fit the bill because
as she walks, she will also have to think, I to0ld her we would leave
that for the present and see how she gets along. My own thinklng 1s
that 1t might be well for her to go to her brother's after Labor Day
as 1t is evident she will not be satisfied until she visits them. Dr.
Woods told her explicitly that he did not want her to go to any misslon-




Miss Rebecca Griest ‘ > August 19, 1940.

ary meetings or to make any mlssionary talks, nor to discuss mlsslon-
ary work with anyone. We will try to follow out those instructions.
She seemed to be chagrined because I had to cut my vislt short with

my family in New York and go for her, especlally as I was leaving
almost immediately for China. I laughed that off as best I could. 1
am sending a cable to Dr. Wu. I shall plan to drive to see her before
leaving for the Weet Coast the latter part of this week, You can
correspond with Mr. Yocum until the end of this month and then, Mr,
Higdon will have charge of the case. Should you write me Alr Mail
Special Delivery, I shall get it before I leagve the office. Although

I am very tired, I feel overjoyed at this seemingly miraculous healing
and we must see that no set-back occurs.

With kind regards.

Sincerely yours,

7 e
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The Psychopathic Hospital
Iowa City, Iowa.

August 20, 1940

Mr. Alexander Paul,

The United Christian Misslonary Soclety
222 Downey Avenue,

Indianapolis, Indlana.

DPear Mr. Pesul:

Miss Vautrin's remorse over her fallure in Nanking to
follow the advice of physiclans and mission authorities ought to
suggest to her that her present duty to herself and to her work
nekes 1t still more obligatory upon her to follow our advice as
utlined to her in my last conversation. I would be dissasppolnted
in her character if she should manifest the sort of opinilonation
eand - shall I call 1t? - intellectusl pride th=t leads her to wvalue
her own opinion in a highly teehnical oroblem as of greater valldity
than thst of her physlicians.

If she desires to invite another breakdown, the best
orocedure to thet end will bde. for her to attempt to guide herself
as to the beet regimen in the coming two or three months. ayond
any thing that she probasbly “nows as to the best conditions for
Lhe complete recovery of her health, i1t is important for her to
live during the next six weeks as free as possible from study,
responsibilities for her profeesional work :nd the welfare of
others. She should come &8 near to & life of play as ie possible
for & person of her mskeup. Outdoor 1life, living one day at a
tiune, avolding the complexities of planning and working for her,
future college duties, enjoying her food, sleep, companions and
the simple ‘activities that suggest themselves each day rather as
pleasures than obligetions.

Miss Veutrin should be reminded that the grest characters
in the world are those who cen glve uo theilr formal duties, relax
themselves and enjoy the little pleasures, even self-indulgences
thet are provided by their Creator. Tell her for me that it is only
camouflaged oride that mesdes one feel himself of such great import-
ance thet his work cenmnot get on without him even when duty demands
that he give it up, forget 1t and tske proper steps to restore his
own yrking ebility.

I shall be greatly disappointed if Miss Vazutrin should go
to visit her brother and then commence to assume obligations for her
former duties earlier than the end of September.

Yours sincerely,

(signed) Andrew H. Woods

Andrew H. Woods, M.D.
Director
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Miss Rebecca W. Griest,
208 South Queen Street,
Lancaster, Pennsylvanla.

Dear Miss Griest:

At Mr. Paul's request as he was leaving the offlce en
route to China, I am writing to you as his secretarial asslstant.
I went with him to see Miss Vautrin on Wednesday at the park. It
was a glorious evening and she seemed to be very much in keeping
with it while she was talking with us together and while eating
dinner. However, whem Mr. Paul said when he talked with her per-
sonally, she seemed still to be despondent regarding the time and
money being spent on her.

When I went to her rocom with her the only fact she seemed
to be bothering about was not answering her letters. HOwever, she
had not read some of them. One that I gave her from Dr. Wu she
eagerly opened and read parts of 1t and sald that she would read
the rest of it later and enjoy it at her leisure.

She 1s taking a great interest in the trees and the nature
talks and walks of which there is an abundance in the park.

Mre. Paul had both your letter Air Mail Special Dellvery and
that of Dr. Woods before he left. He was very glad to get them for
his guidance in talking with her. The temporary arrangement now is
for a friend in whom she was very much interested in Loulsville
to get in touch with her and to do what she could for her between
now and Monday and Tuesday. Monday morning, Mr. Yocum will call her
long distance and see if she has decided to accept this friend's
proposition of getting an apartment and living with her - just the
two of them - or accepting the invitation of Mr. Paul's daughter,
Mrs. Sleith to live in her apartment in Chicago and do her own cook-
ing. She seemed to be inclined to take these suggestlions when we
left her at the car on Wednesday night.

She came out to the car with us and of course, was reluctant
to leave because it was the last time she would see Mr. Paul before




Miss Rebecca W. Griest

August 23, 1940,

he left for China and kept naming different individuals to whom
she wished to be remembered.

The type of books she asked us to send her to read was an
Indication that she wished to follow Dr. Woods suggestions which
he gave 1In such 2 fine way in his letter of August 20, a copy of
which we are enclosing to you. You will note especially the next
to the last paragragh. Just for example, one of the books she asked
me to send her was "Hei1di" and made the remark that of course, she
did not wish to read anything regarding China or any heavy fiction.

Mr. Yocum will be talking to her on the telephone Monday
morning and we shall know then whether she is to make arrangements
with the friend in Loulsville or whether she will go to Chicago to
live for a while with Mr. Paul's daughter. We shall be glad for
you to write to Mre. Yocum and we shall attempt to keep you informed
of arrangements.

Sincerely yours,

Secretarial Assistant,
DIVISION OF FOREIGN MISSIONS

FB:C=10:f
via Air Mail.




SHARING

the

“Abundant Life”
in_a

REFUGEE CAMP

Report of the Religious
Education Projects
Among the Refugees on
the Ginling College
Campus, Nanking,
China, culminating
with the Easter Ser-
vices 1938.

by Minnie Vautrin




Sharing the “A bundant Life”
In a Refugee Camp.

“I came that they may have life,

and may have it abundantly”

HESE were the words of the Master from which

the Ginling College motto, “Abundant Life”, was
chosen during those years from 1912 to 1915 when
a group of devoted Western women were dreaming
dreams of an institution of higher learning for their
sisters in China. They had very definitely in mind
the education of keen and self-less Christian leaders
for China’s emerging womanhood. Little did those
Founders realize that the institution they were then
creating would also bring “Abundant Life” to more
than ten thousand of the more lowly women and
girls of Nanking a quarter of a century later. They
builded more wisely than they knew.

From December 8, 1937 when the college gates
were first opened to women and children refugees
until January 16, 1938 there was little time to plan
for other than the most pressing elemental needs
of life—for food, clothing, and shelter from the un-
controlled passions of men. The camp had originally
planned to provide for a maximum of 2,750 refugees
and had put in readiness the college buildings for
this number, but when the “Reign of Terror” came
to the great walled capital, and no woman was safe
from harm, the gates of the college were flung wide
and the distraught and frenzied women and girls
streamed in until every available space within the
buildings was tightly filled and at night even verandahs
and covered ways were packed closely, head to feet
and feet to head.

Christmas came to our refugee camp, but because
of the vast throng and the dangers, could be shared
only with the members of the staff, their families,
the score of young people who had acted as scouts
in the beginning of the camp, the servants, and a
few neighborhood women. A small upper room
which had but one window was found which was not

being occupied by refugees. By covering the one win-
dow with a heavy green curtain and the transom above
the door as well, the light could be turned on without
fear. Many have said that they will never forget that
little improvised Christmas chapel. There was an altar,
a little Christmas tree with colored lights, a great
bouquet of Heavenly bamboo with bright red berries,
several large pots of poinsettias, while from the Christ-
mas box in the attic were brought forth bright red
Christmas cut-outs and three Christmas scrolls. Another
Mary (Mary Twinem) had lovingly arranged this
chapel for the worship of her Lord. Five simple Christ-
mas services were held in that little upper room.

While the singing of the beloved carols had to be
in hushed tones, and while our hearts were sad be-
cause of the ruthless killing, the terrible suffering and
the destruction which were still going on in the city,
yet as we worshipped and thanked God for His great
gift to mankind, the realization came afresh to some
of us that only as men come to know and follow the
Christ-child would peace truly come to this worn and
war-sick world. He alone can turn hate and suspicion
and insincerity into love and confidence and truth.

By the middle of January conditions were slightly
improved in the city. There were fewer soldiers and
an effort was being made to discipline those that were
left. It seemed possible and desirable to the staff of
the camp to share more generously the Christian mes-
sage with the large family of refugees. For six weeks,
six afternoons a week, including Sunday, meetings were
held. Those in the small chapel were for women and
girls over fifteen, and those in the Science Lecture Hall
were for children. Each afternoon from one hundred
fifty to one hundred seventy women were admitted to
that little chapel—admission being by tickets which
were laboriously distributed in the crowded buildings
on the previous evening. The refugee buildings were
taken by turn so that each woman on the campus had
the opportunity of attending once each week. Pastors
came faithfully throughout that period, neither rain,
nor snow, nor danger daunting them. They had care-
fully planned the series of talks so that each woman
who was interested could hear six messages on the
meaning of Christianity. In addition the women
learned to sing and to love John 3:16 and Acts 4:12
both of which have long ago been set to a simple
tune for just such audiences. They also learned “What
a Friend We Have in Jesus” and “All People that
on Earth Do Dwell”. They loved to learn to sing for
the singing brought comfort to them. There were
always plenty of women in the dormitories to take
care of the babies and little children if the mother
wished to attend, so no children and babies were al-
lowed. One of the pastors one day asked his audience
how many would like to become followers of Jesus and




all hands went up. After that we did not ask lest
personal safety and becoming Christians become
confused.

At the children’s meetings during those six weeks
the children learned to sing “This is My Father's
World” and other children’s songs and they were also
told stories from the graded Sunday school books by
our Home Craft School teacher who herself had been
in great danger only a few short weeks previous. At
both of these series of meetings had the helpers been
more in number we could have done much more ef-
fective work, for the opportunity to give sympathy
and comfort were unparalleled, but energy was still
sapped by fear, and in addition the many tasks of
conducting a refugee camp for thousands were still
bearing heavily on the little staff of workers.

Before the close of this first series of meetings it
was realized that Holy Week and Easter would be a
most wonderful climax for a second series and ac-
cordingly plans were started and gradually evolved
into what was a most successful project in religious
education. It was decided that in addition to meetings
we should start classes, dividing those who wished to
study according to educational ability. From among
the refugees on the campus eight teachers including
the dean were mobilized, three pastors volunteered
to take classes, and with three members from the regu-
lar staff, a faculty of fourteen was formed. All classes
studied the Life of Christ in some form, the advanced
pupils using Mark, and the less advanced using the
graded Sunday school material or a Gospel Primer.
In all, twenty-three classes were formed ranging from
the senior middle school grade, of which there were
twenty-one pupils, to illiterates of whom there were
seven large classes divided according to age. The ages
of all the pupils in the project ranged from nine years
to thirty-seven, but the large majority were teen age
girls. In addition to the regular classes there was a
special singing class of over forty members which
met once each week and which began at once on the
preparation of Easter music.

There being no book stores left in the city, several
members of the College faculty in Shanghai were kept
busy purchasing and sending teaching materials. Inex-
pensive books were either sold or loaned to the pupils.
One hundred New Testaments were disposed of and
even more were requested. In addition to studying the
Life of Jesus, the members of the staff shared with
their pupils some of the great passages of the Bible
and the great hymns of the Church which had strength-
ened and comforted them during the days of strain and
stress. During those six weeks it was not unusual to
pass a little group of girls or women in a bamboo
grove reciting the 23rd or 121st Psalm, or another

group out in the flower garden memorizing the Beati-
tudes or the thirteenth chapter of First Corinthians or
the Lord’s Prayer. As women and girls walked to the
rice kitchen to secure their simple meal of rice gruel,
you could often hear them humming “Rock of Ages”
or “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”. About the
same time that the classes began, two bath houses were
also started, and the combination brought a new spirit
and a new look to our refugees. They began to take
a pride in their neat appearance once again, and we
no longer felt that all but the dregs had evacuated from
Nanking. The total enrollment of the project was
probably one thousand and out of this number ap-
proximately six hundred attended classes regularly
through the six weeks.

It was hard to find classrooms. The Arts Building
which contains most of the college class rooms was
still full of refugees and there was not one available
classroom in the entire building. By redistributing
refugees one classroom in the Science Building was
cleared out; the end of the General Chemistry labora-
tory formed a second one; and the big stage in the
chapel-auditorium made a third one. The two big
studios were quite easily converted into excellent class-
rooms by the addition of chairs. Movable blackboards
were placed in these improvised classrooms and the
class work began.

Simultaneously with the beginning of classes, the
afternoon meetings were moved to the big chapel and
any woman over fifteen could attend without a ticket.
Each afternoon at one-thirty the college bell ringer
made the rounds of the refugee buildings thus remind-
ing them that it was time to get ready for the after-
noon service. From one-hundred fifty to almost four
hundred attended these meetings throughout the six
weeks. Again five pastors willingly helped us out by
preparing a series of thirty talks centering on the
Life and Teachings of Jesus. On Sunday afternoons
pastors from other churches in the city were invited
to speak. These pastors without exception were chal-
lenged by the large audience and were greatly im-
pressed with the joyous singing and the attention.

The afternoon services throughout Holy Week and
the three services on Easter Sunday were the climax
which followed the six weeks project. Almost six
hundred attended each service with the exception of
the last performance of the Easter Pageant on Easter
Sunday evening when fully one thousand attended
including a number of invited guests. An extra per-
formance of the Pageant was given on the evening
before Easter for the younger children and for all
older women who had not been able to attend classes
during the six weeks but who were definitely inter-
ested. Extra tickets were prepared for this service




and about eight hundred attended. This service was
especially prepared for the children and it opened
with the children in the audience singing “This is
Our Father's World”, a song which many of our
young refugees have memorized.

It was my privilege to preside at the Good Friday
service for refugees. The pastor in a remarkable way
held the attention of that large audience of six hundred
women and girls for more than an hour as he related
the story of the trial and the crucifixion of our Lord
and its meaning for the World. Through their own
innocent suffering these women were being led to
understand the suffering of God for the sins of the
World. I shall never forget that audience and the
way they sang “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”
and “There is a Green Hill Far Away” both of which
they had been taught in their morning classes during
the previous week. There is no doubt that the entire
series of Holy Week services made a tremendous im-
pression on those who attended which they will never
forget and which we hope will draw many of them
later into some church.

Easter morning dawned bright and beautiful, a fresh
clean world after a recent rain. The early morning
service at six-thirty, although planned for the out of
doors, was held in the big chapel simply because it
was realized that it would be impossible to control the
crowd. The large audience was there by six-thirty. In
their class work during the previous week they had
learned one Easter hymn, and the special singing class
had prepared two others, so triumphant Easter music
was not lacking. The sixth grade class gave a simple
play portraying the disciples on the Resurrection morn,
and the dean of the project gave a very thoughtful talk
on “Change”. Two different groups of pupils recited
appropriate Bible passages.

The president of the Nanking Theological Seminary
who with his family has recently returned from more
than four months of sojourn in a village to the north-
west of Nanking, gave the message to the audience on
Easter afternoon. Escape from the terror of aero-
planes by day and bandits by night, and the long
trek back to the capital and past the dreaded sentry
at the city gate had deepened his faith and made
his religion a more living and sustaining force. This
triumphant note shone in his face as he talked about
China’s need of the spirit of the suffering and risen
Christ. He, too, marvelled at the attention of the
large audience of women and girls and the joyous-
ness of their singing.

The large dignified chapel itself had been beauti-
fully decorated for the day by the young flower
gardener. There were great bouquets of white spirea

and iris and graceful sprays of wisteria against the
background of the black velvet curtain, while on the
speaker’s table there was a bowl of gorgeous tulips.
It is not strange that many of the refugees have re-
sponded with appreciation to the fact that the College
has shared with them the beauty of the college chapel.

By seven o'clock on Easter evening the audience of
fully one thousand were present to listen to the
junior and senior middle school refugees present the
pageant “From Darkness to Dawn”, portraying the
thoughts and suffering and the actions of Nicodemus
and Joseph of Arimathaea from the time of the cruci-
fixion to the resurrection of Jesus, their Master. The
cast had practiced for many weeks under the patient
and inspiring direction of their teacher, the dean of
the project, and also a refugee. Some of our guests,
who have often attended plays at Ginling, said that
they could easily imagine it was a cast of college stu-
dents and the audience a usual college audience.
Another said, “It is the one bright spot in Nanking.”
We are sure the meaning of the pageant reached many
in the audience of a thousand, but if it did not, its
influence on the members of ii:e cast will never be lost.

The last day of the project came, clear and beautiful,
marred only by the sickening sound of the heavy
bombers as they went to the northwest on their
mission of destruction, mutilation, and death. By
eight-thirty in the morning almost six-hundred women
and girls assembled out in the main quadrangle in
groups according to classes and a little later the long
line was formed which marched into the chapel, each
group being headed by its teacher. Then followed the
long program when each class demonstrated what they
had learned. Some classes sang hymns, others recited
the 23rd or 121st Psalm, the Beatitudes or the thir-
teenth chapter of First Corinthians. Representatives
of the younger classes told stories while the illiterates
demonstrated how well they had learned to read or
recognize characters. The program closed with the
giving of simple prizes to the one member in each class
who in addition to having perfect attendance had also
made the most progress. As they marched out of the
chapel joyously singing “God Loved the World” those
who had helped to make the project a success could
well feel grateful. To the dean especially it had in-
volved much hard work and planning.

Now we are planning for a new five-week project.
In addition to the religious classes it is hoped that
there will be classes in child and home hygiene, in
child care and perhaps in poultry raising.

Those who have had the privilege of planning and
carrying through this simple project in sharing a part
of the Christian message and inheritance have often




marvelled at the strength which was given and the
seeming ease with which the insurmountable became
surmountable. The little prayer circle which has met
faithfully each morning and which has now grown
to a circle of sixteen, we know has been one great
source of strength. But we have been conscious that
beyond this tiny circle there has been a larger one that
has reached to our personal friends and the friends
of Ginling and China in the uttermost parts of the
earth, and these friends we know, too, have been sus-
taining and strengthening us with their loving
thoughts and intercession in our behalf. A confidence
has come that there is a Spirit at work in the world
far stronger than the force of the mighty bombing
planes that far above our heads wend their way each
morning to the northwest as members of our little
circle meet together. That Spirit will in the end be
triumphant.

“Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit,

sayeth the Lord”

Write to the address below for in-
formation on possible motion pic-

ture film of refugee work at Ginling:

GINLING COLLEGE
BOARD OF FOUNDERS
150 FIFTH AVENUE + NEW YORK CITY
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Called Great Heroine
By Yarnell

Of China

Miss Vautrin Ends
Six Weeks Stay
In Iowa City

By NAOMI DOEBEL.

CCLAIMED one of the
L heroines of China by
Harry E. Yarnell,
f the United
who credits
lives of hun-

as
greatest
Admiral
commander o
Asiatic fleet,
ith saving the
of Chinese women during
terrible following the
Japanese occupation of Nanking in
December, 1937, Miss Minnie Vau-
trir ifter spending six weeks in
City, en route to the
ondack mountains vacation
friends.
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Ad to
she plans to make an in-
study of handcraft, so
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ling college in Nanking next

she equipped to

direct a new movement—that of

training educated Chinese women

how to use their hands and in turn
become leaders of others.
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know the Orient explain that for |
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Visited By Yarnell.

Iowa City Miss Vautrin
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) vhile there. It was her first|
:top of any length in the United
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11, who
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States
was

to Cedar

cannot

things

exaggerate

lous she did!”

[ of how
unteered to stay on the campus
Gin 1n
he academic college had
moved to Chengtu, and later
itained a haven of safety there
thousand refugee women
a thrilling one of
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the |
Admiral |
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Miss Vautrin

Nanking, |

Miss Minnie Vautrin (right)
and Francis Chen, members of
emergency committee in charge
when Ginling college was a
refugee center for 10,000 wom-
en and children.

Story Of Great Courage.

By sheer

and courage,

force of personality
in those awful days
f slaughter and rape that over-
ran the city, this American
woman kept raiding Japanese sol-
diers out of the school grounds
where she stood firm as the only
representative of this nation. She
over the feeding, clothing,
and housing of the destitute wom-
en and children who had flocked
to the shelter offered. And then,
realizing their dire need, *she
and carried out courses
study to teach them to support
mselves and children
The whole is the story of de-
velopment of work from human
rescue sel into constructive re-
hich considered
uccessful piece of work
} in all of China

‘hrough the courtesy of the
Ginling Narrative Series, supplied
the New York headquarters of
the school, part of the tale, as
related by Miss Vautrin, has been
obtained. On Dec. 2, 1937, with
the Japanese gunboats and bomb-
ing planes expected at any. mo-
ment, the American woman was
alone with a handful of Chinese
helpers. Nanking was a deserted
| city. Practically all the shops were
| closed; no banks were open,
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College Records Burned.

In anticipation of invasion, the
college was burning all records or
communications that might pos-
sibly be misunderstood. The cen-
tral building was being cleared for
use as a refugee shelter.

Then came the bombing! And, ]
after the city fell to the conquer-
ing army on Dec. 13, 1937, a reign ‘
of terror when no woman was safe |
from harm. The gates of Ginling
college were flung wide, on Miss |
Vautrin’s orders, and frenzied |
women and girls streamed in un-
til every available space within
the buildings was tightly filled.
At night even verandas and cov-
ered ways were packed closely,
head to feet and feet to head.

Buildings Shelter 10,000.

From Dec. 8, 1937, when the
gates were first opened to refu-
gees, until Jan. 16, 1938, there was
little time to plan for other than
the most pressing elemental needs
of life—for food, clothing and
shelter from uncontrolled passions
of the invaders. Originally planned
to take care of a maximum of
2,750 refugees, the Ginling college
buildings were sheltering 10,000
women and children.

As late as April 1, 1938, the col-

lege was sheltering 3,310 women
and children

“It was only after our refugees
had been with us three months,”’
wrote Miss Vautrin later, “that the
number had been sufficiently
duced so that baths could be ar-
ranged. We now have two bath
houses, and 168 women and chil-
dren take baths each day.

“We have a fund for cash relief
Women who are very poor, whose
homes have been burned and
whose husbands have been taken,.
are given a small sum when they
are able to go back to their homes,

Many Deaths And Births.

“Mrs. Tsen, head of our healtl
department, distributes milk
cod liver oil for seriously under-
nourished children. In our three
clinics, 2,000 have been vaccinated

“During these long weeks of
simple living, with our refugee
population gradually diminishing
from its peak of 10,000, we have
had on our campus 30 deaths and
40 births.”

Instead
when the

re-

1
and

|

of dropping the

immediate emergency

was over, Miss Vautrin, with the |

aid of her Chinese associates
the mission and financial
ance of a group of Chinese women
in Shanghai, supplemented by gifts
from friends in China and Amer-
ica, undertook to meet the prob-
lem of caring for some of the
many whose homes had been
burned and who were in many
cases so poor that rice could not
| be afforded for all. It was decided
| to use the campus to rehabilitafe
100 such women, to care for them
and their children, until they
could go out with new hope and
courage for the future,

Of the 100 women thus trained,
53 were reported later to be mak-
ing a living, while 47 were in

at

assist-

work |

[
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would never have occurred to me that she would refuse
homes Of course, this opportunity
1ted to and Mrs., Cushman would be the lest person
Veutrin for many weeks after her announced recovery from
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